
Sustainability: 

Able to Sustain 
Sustainability means the ability 
to continue to exist. If 
something can recover or 
regenerate on its own, we call 
this sustainable. 

Using sustainable practices 
means not taking more than 
can recover on its own. 

We cannot take so much that 
our grandchildren and future 
generations cannot enjoy this 
resource. 

Environmental 
problems: 

Threats to wildlife
Threats are things which affect 
an animal’s chance of survival. 
Some threats could be to an 
animal’s food, water, or shelter.  

Or the threats could affect the 
animals directly (such as being 
eaten)

Each species faces its own 
threats.



Pollution
Pollution can come in different forms:

Air, Water, Soil and Noise

• Many people don’t put their rubbish in bins. Loose 
rubbish can be washed down the drains and 
waterways to our oceans or rivers. If an animal 
thinks it is food they will die if they eat it. 

• Putting toxic liquids, such as paint or cleaning 
chemicals down the sink or outside drains will poison 
our waterways and cause environments to become 
unhealthy. 

• Pollution is also caused by big industries that make 
energy, steel, or even clothing. Their toxic waste 
products can pollute our waterways, air and soil. 

• Unsustainable farming practices that use strong 
pesticides and fertilisers are unhealthy for the soil 
and waterways around them.  

This not only affects the environment and animals, but 
humans who breathe the air and use the water.



Solutions
Pollution

• Being responsible citizens and disposing of litter in 
the correct bins or recycling facilities. While we 
cannot put soft plastics or Styrofoam in our 
curbside bins, there are places to recycle these 
materials.  

• Minimizing use of strong toxic chemicals and using 
alternatives. Prevent any from getting into water 
ways via street drains or down our sinks at home. 

• Let industries that cause pollution know that you 
will not support their polluting practices. Choose 
more responsible companies to support or make 
purchases from. Or request they clean up their act 
with letters, or other forms of public pressure. 

• Support good farming practices by using crops 
farmed in a sustainable way. You can even grow 
much of your own food at home and at school to 
learn about this. 



Over-exploitation of 
resources

When people use things to sell to make a profit, they 
need rules to guide them. If these rules don’t exist or 
people ignore them, they can take too much or 
destroy the environment. Some examples are: 

• logging trees in old growth forest for timber and 
paper instead of plantations of fast-growing trees.  

• Taking too many fish from an area, causing their 
population (number) to become so low, they are 
unable to recover. Both companies and individual 
people can do this. 

• Growing agricultural crops that use a lot of water in 
countries like Australia, which is very dry. 

• Growing crops on a piece of land over and over 
without allowing the land to recover. 

When people or organisations take too much before 
it can regrow, we call this “unsustainable”. 



Solutions 
Over-exploitation of 
resources

• Use recycled paper and toilet paper. 
Use sustainably grown and harvested 
timber. 

• Support companies who harvest fish 
responsibly. 

• Adapting to use foods and products 
that do not require a lot of water.  

• Using sustainable farming practices on 
the land so that it can recover after 
each harvest. 



Vegetation clearing
This is still one of the biggest threats to wildlife throughout 
the world, including Australia, and is continuing at a high 
rate. 

A loss of habitat especially affects animals that need:

• a particular habitat type which is now scarce

• large home ranges

• specific resources (e.g. hollow branches in mature 
trees, special food items)

• to move between habitat types that are no longer 
connected

• to migrate, and can’t fly long distances or across open 
spaces

When a forest is cleared or a marsh drained, wildlife 
cannot simply move into another home. Even if suitable 
habitat exists it may not be reachable, or already has 
animals living there. 



Solutions
Vegetation clearing
Protecting existing habitat to ensure the wildlife and plants that live 
there can continue is very important. We especially need to 
protect high quality habitat. Where many plants and animals live. 

• Example of high-quality habitats include old growth forests 
which have many habitat trees as well as good food and water 
supply.  We must protect them from being cleared to create 
farms or logged for timber. 

• We need to protect unique habitats like salt marshes, even if 
they are not attractive to humans. They house many unique 
species that have adapted to live in specialised ways. They 
cannot quickly adapt to a new way of life if their food source is 
lost.  

We also need to plant more vegetation in areas of low-quality 
habitat. 

• Large areas can be completely restored after many years of 
work. Animals will start to move back in once the habitat is 
suitable or old enough. 

We can also plant out or make structures that connect existing 
patches of habitat. 

• Building wildlife crossing, ensuring animal can move safely 
across fields, roads, through built up areas to find good habitat. 



Introduced species
Introduced species are animals that people have brought to 
Australia from other countries. 

• Foxes and cats, are very good hunters and Australian wildlife 
are not used to them. They attack and eat small mammals, 
reptiles, birds and frogs throughout much of Australia. 

• Rabbits can have a LOT of babies.  They dig lots of warrens 
and destroy the habitat of other animals.  They also eat just 
about everything in sight - even young tree saplings!

• Cane toads were brought here to control beetles in 
sugarcane fields, which they’re not very good at. When our 
Australian animals try to eat them, they can be poisoned and 
die. 

• There are places where there are too many cows, sheep, 
horses or other animals with hard hooves in an area. These 
animals can completely clear plants from an area which 
means less for native animals, but also causes erosion. Their 
hard feet also damage the ground, causing soil to be 
compacted. 

• Some introduced animals eat the same food as our Australian 
animals and so cause competition for food. eg native quolls 
eat similar foods to introduced cats.  

Now Australia has one of the highest rates of mammal extinction 
of any country in the world



Solutions
Introduced species

• To protect our native wildlife from Foxes and Cats we can 
use predator proof fences around the most endangered 
species in reserves or sanctuaries.

• Protect and encourage native predators to an area. These 
include Dingoes, Quolls, Tasmanian Devils, Snakes, and 
Eagles. These native predators help keep pest predators 
away. They also catch and eat feral animals such as 
rabbits and rats.     

• Keep your pet cat inside all the time or build a “catio” so 
they can go outside safely. Make sure your pets are 
neutered so they do not have many babies. There are 
already many unwanted pets that end up on the street 
and become strays and eventually feral, killing our wildlife. 
The fewer unwanted babies there are, the less likely this will 
be.  

• We must learn from our mistakes and ensure we do not 
repeat them. The Cane toad is an example of trying to 
solve an issue but making the situation worse. 

• Reduce use of animal products from hard hooved animals. 
You can lower your use, or switch to more sustainable 
options such as eating kangaroo meat. 



Climate change is a very serious and growing concern. The 
climate is changing at an alarming rate, and much of this is 
due to human activities. 

Many of the products and energy we use creates Carbon 
Dioxide emissions. This has caused the climate to become 
less predictable and more extreme. 

For example:

• Changes in rainfall and temperature patterns (seasons). 
This will affect what type of plants will grow, and when 
they will produce flowers and fruit. 

• Extreme events such as heatwaves becoming more 
common.

• Damage to marine (ocean) ecosystems such as coral 
reefs due to warming and more carbon in the water. 

• Melting ice caps and rising sea levels 

• Extreme weather events (such as cyclones, bushfires, 
storms, floods, etc) happening more often.

Climate Change



Solutions
Climate Change
Addressing climate change means learning to work 
together to do what needs to be done. 

There are 2 layers. 

Individual responsibility

What you and the people you know can do at home, 
school, and in the world. Individual responsibility is 
important even if it seems small. Each person has 
others they can influence which can create a ripple 
effect. The more people who act responsibly, the 
bigger the ripple! 

Putting public pressure on Governments and 
companies 

Letting our governments, business and companies 
know that we expect them to make responsible 
decisions and use sustainable practices. 

Governments are responsible for making and enforcing 
rules which companies must follow. 

Some companies may choose sustainable practices 
before the government tells them. This may be 
because of their own values,  or they have received 
pressure from their customers.  



Hunting, poaching, and illegal 
Trade

Sadly, some people will poach 
endangered animals to smuggle out of 
Australia and sell. Wildlife especially at risk 
are birds and reptiles who are illegally sold 
as pets.

Hunting of wildlife also occurs in Australia. 
While laws protect some species, they 
don’t protect all. Many times the law is 
ignored .

Accidental deaths
Some animals are killed in accidents. 
They can be hit by cars or boats or fly 
into a window



Hunting, poaching, and illegal Trade
When buying pets make sure you know where they came from. 
There are rules to protect our wildlife but not everyone follows 
them. 

There are places in the world where rules do not protect wildlife. 
When traveling, always make sure you know what kind                 
of industry you are supporting and visiting. 

Solutions

Accidental deaths

Building cities that are wildlife friendly. Design 
ways to allow wildlife to move across roads, 
open land, and urban spaces safely. 

If you see injured wildlife call a local wildlife 
rescue group if you know one. Or you can 
call Wildlife Victoria who will contact a 
rescuer. 



Extreme natural events
Australia has always been known for frequent intense bushfires, 

unpredictable droughts and floods. 

Our wildlife generally adapts, but in regions of highly fragmented 

habitat (parts that are not connected), animals may have 

nowhere to escape to. 

Fire: During very intense fires many animals can be in danger due 

to the speed and heat of the fire. If they can escape the flames 

and survive, they may still struggle to find enough  food, clean 

water or shelter afterwards.

Heatwaves: Some animals, such as Fruitbats, are affected by 
heatwaves.  If there is not enough water for wildlife in a 
heatwave, many will die of dehydration.

Prolonged drought: Australia often suffers from drought. Although 
Australian animals have adaptations to cope with our dry climate, 
many wildlife struggle to survive when the drought lasts many 
years. Not only their water source will be lost, but plants in the 
environment will no longer be able to grow and support life. 

Floods: Some floods are needed by the environment. However, 
severe flooding, can endanger wildlife. Animals do often move 
uphill to avoid floods, however sometimes they face places they 
can’t easily move through. Cattle paddocks would be hard to 
cross for small creatures that rarely leave shelter. Flash floods can 
remove trees or keep land under water for weeks, making it 
difficult for animals to find shelter or move. 



Solutions
Extreme natural events
It can seem like these events are out of our 
control. However, addressing climate change will 
mean fewer and less intense natural disasters. 

We can also control our preparation and reaction 
to these events. This will mean the impact is less 
even if these events continue. 

By addressing all other threats discussed, we will 
improve the chances for wildlife to survive floods, 
fires, and cyclone. If they are in a better position 
before the disaster, then their habitats and 
numbers can recover from events that do occur 
naturally.   

As with each of these threats, more research, and 
new ideas can make a great difference. By 
getting interested and understanding the 
problems, we are in a better place to share ideas 
and come up with possible solutions. 

We also need to combine our efforts, and work 
together in cooperation in order to make sure 
these bright ideas become action! 


