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Teacher Answer Booklet  - Grade 3 to 6 
Animal Ambassador Workbook – Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo  

Chapter 1 Who am I? 

Materials Needed: Fact sheet, Colouring pencils 
Video: https://youtu.be/70zfLWsAdm0 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

Find and write the different names this animal has  Page 3 Page 7 

Groups species and find conservation status Page 4 Page 8 

3/4 Curriculum 
Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features and can be distinguished from non-living 
things (VCSSU057) 
Learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 
Literacy 

5/6 Curriculum 
Learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 
Literacy 

-- 

Chapter 2 Diet                                                         

Materials Needed: Fact sheet, Space to run during game. 
Video: https://youtu.be/aq2a-dyXU2w 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

Watch video and list foods Page 5 Page 9 

Herbivore, Omnivore, Carnivore. Fill in blanks. Page 5 Page 9 

Identify Predator or Prey  Page 6 Page 10 

Predator-Prey Tag Game Page 6 Page 10 

3/4 Curriculum 
Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to survive 
(VCSSU058) 

5/6 Curriculum 
Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their environment 
(VCSSU074) 
The growth and survival of living things are affected by the physical conditions of their environment 
(VCSSU075) 

-- 

https://youtu.be/70zfLWsAdm0
https://youtu.be/aq2a-dyXU2w
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Chapter 3 Habitat           
Materials Needed: Fact sheet, Devices or books for research 
Video: https://youtu.be/ZnUtG0Bll_Q 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

Find an animal for each home/habitat Page 7 Page 12 

Design zoo enclosure for animal species Page 8 Page 14 

Research about habitat of animal ambassador and complete 
table 

Page 9 Page 15 

Draw distribution on map of Australia Page 10 Page 16 

3/4 Curriculum 
Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to survive 
(VCSSU058) 
Represent data and the location of places and their characteristics by constructing tables and simple 
graphs and maps of appropriate scale that conform to cartographic conventions of border, scale, legend, 
title and north point (VCGGC075) 
Types of natural vegetation and the significance of vegetation to the environment, the importance of 
environments to animals and people, and different views on how they can be protected; the use and 
management of natural resources and waste, and different views on how to do this sustainably 
(VCGGK082) 
Identify and describe the characteristics of places in different locations at a range of scales (VCGGC071) 

5/6 Curriculum 
The growth and survival of living things are affected by the physical conditions of their environment 
(VCSSU075) 
Represent the location of places and other types of geographical data and information in different forms 
including diagrams, field sketches and large-scale and small-scale maps that conform to cartographic 
conventions of border, scale, legend, title, north point and source; using digital and spatial technologies as 
appropriate (VCGGC089) 
Learning about Sustainability 

-- 

Chapter 4 Adaptations  

Materials Needed: Scissors, Glue, Colouring Pencils, Fact Sheet 
Video: https://youtu.be/Ztm1sC3ZOX4 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

Match the adaptations to the animal and identify species’ 
names. 

Page 11 Page 17 

Draw animal ambassador and identify their adaptations Page 15 Page 21 

3/4 Curriculum 
Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to survive 
(VCSSU058) 
Types of natural vegetation and the significance of vegetation to the environment, the importance of 
environments to animals and people, and different views on how they can be protected; the use and 
management of natural resources and waste, and different views on how to do this sustainably 
(VCGGK082) 
Identify and describe the characteristics of places in different locations at a range of scales (VCGGC071) 
5/6 Curriculum 
Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their environment 
(VCSSU074) 

-- 

https://youtu.be/ZnUtG0Bll_Q
https://youtu.be/Ztm1sC3ZOX4
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Chapter 5 Lifecycles 

Materials Needed: Scissors, Glue, Colouring pencils 
Video: none 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

List animals for each type of reproductive strategy Page 16 Page 22 

Cut out the stages of the lifecycle and put them in order Page 17 Page 23 

Answer review question Page 19 Page 25 

3/4 Curriculum 
Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to survive 
(VCSSU058) 
Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features and can be distinguished from non-living 
things (VCSSU057) 

5/6 Curriculum 
Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their environment 
(VCSSU074) 

-- 

Chapter 6 Conservation and threats                  

Materials Needed: Fact Sheet, Colouring pencils, Power point pdf  
Video: https://youtu.be/pOn-vU_XnPc 

Student Tasks  Student Workbook Teacher Booklet 

Answer review questions Page 20 Page 26 

Read threats table, choose one to become mini expert in Page 21 Page 27 

Read slides for chosen threat from PowerPoint, and answer 
comprehension questions   

Page 22 Page 28 

Narrative task about animal surviving a threat Page 23 Page 29 

Animal crossing design activity  Page 24 Page 30 

3/4 Curriculum 
Different living things have different life cycles and depend on each other and the environment to survive 
(VCSSU058) 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Ethical 
Learning about Sustainability 

5/6 Curriculum 
Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their environment 
(VCSSU074) 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Ethical 
Learning about Sustainability 

 

  

https://youtu.be/Ztm1sC3ZOX4
https://youtu.be/pOn-vU_XnPc
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Links to all resources 3-6  

Webpage hosting all resources  
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/education/grade-3-to-
6-education-resources-major-mitchells-cockatoo 

Workbook Workbook Major Mitchell's Cockatoo_3-6.pdf 

Fact Sheet Factsheet Major Mitchell's Cockatoo.pdf 

Conservation and Threats PowerPoint Conservation and Threats.pdf 

  

Additional projects or action ideas 
"What more can we do?" 

What more can we do - Project Ideas.pdf 

Colouring pages Colouring_pages.pdf 

Glossary Students Copy (Blank) Student_glossary.pdf  

Glossary Teacher copy (with 
definitions) 

Teacher_Glossary.pdf 

Word Wall – WordDoc Wordwall_doc.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/education/grade-3-to-6-education-resources-major-mitchells-cockatoo
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/education/grade-3-to-6-education-resources-major-mitchells-cockatoo
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Moonlit-Sanctuary-3-6-Workbook-Major-Mitchells-Cockatoo.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/3-6-Fact-Sheet-Major-Mitchell-Cockatoo.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Moonlit-Sanctuary-Ch6-Conservation-and-Threats-ppt.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Moonlit-Sanctuary-Project-ideas-What-more-can-we-do.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Moonlit-Sanctuary-Wildlife-Colouring-Pages.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/3-6-Glossary-Student.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/3-6-Glossary-Teacher.pdf
https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/word-wall-3-6-vers-1.0.docx
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Who am I?  

Colour in the picture of your animal ambassador on the 
front of your workbook 

 

 

 

 

 Use the fact sheet to find the different names your animal 
ambassador has.  

 

 

 

 

 

One animal can have many kinds of names - a common 
name, an indigenous name, a personal name, and a scientific 
name. All these names tell us something about that animal.  

 

 

 

 

 

___________________ language from ______ 
 

Common name 
 

Indigenous name 

Personal name 
 

Scientific name (Species name) 
  

The language Latin is 
used in science. This 
scientific name helps 

us be very clear 
about which animal 

we are talking about.    

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo 

Lophochroa leadbeateri 

Dusty 

Gugalarrin  
Yuwaalaraay                      NSW 
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In science we also need to be clear about which groups animals 
belong to. This helps us understand their body and how to take 
care of them. It also lets us know which other species they may 
be related to.  
Shade in the groups your animal ambassador belongs to.  

 

 

 

 

Knowing the Conservation Status of a species tells us whether it is 
threatened in the wild or not. When an animal is in one of the threatened 
categories it needs some help to keep living in the wild.  

The different conservation statuses of a species are shown on this chart 
above. Circle the Conservation status of your animal ambassador. As you 
learn more about them through this workbook, you will discover why they 
are or are not threatened.  

 

 

Conservation Status 

Least 

Concern 
Vulnerable Endangered 

Critically 

Endangered 
Extinct in 

the wild  
Extinct 

Not 

Threatened 

Threatened 

Bird 

 

Mammal 

 

Fish 

 

Amphibian 

 

Reptile 

 

or or or or 

or Backbone No Backbone 

Plant Animal or 
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Dinner time  

 Watch the video to learn about what your animal ambassador 
eats, and whether they are a carnivore, herbivore, or omnivore.  
 
While watching the video again, write all the foods in Venn 
diagram below. There are types of food they only receive at 
Moonlit Sanctuary, and types of food they will only find and eat in 
the wild. But there are also foods they may get in both places.  

 

Fill in the blanks and circle the one 
that matches your animal ambassador 

____ivores 
eat only 
plants 

____ivores 
eat only 

meat 

____ivores  
eat both plants 

and meat 

Herb  Carn Omn  

Seeds 
Fruits 

Insects 
Water 

  

Seed pods from 

native trees  

Grass seeds 

Fruits and berries 

from native trees 

and shrubs  

Insects and grubs 

Mixed Seeds 
Apple 

Grapes 
Banana 

Strawberry 
Watermelon 

Corn 
Broccoli 
Pumpkin 

Sweet Potato 
Peas 

Mealworms 
Almonds 
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 Predator and Prey 

Predators are animals that hunt and eat other animals. 
 

Prey are animals that are hunted and eaten by other animals.  
 

Both are important to keep environments healthy.  

 

 Beside each of the following animals write down whether they 

are a predator or prey. Which do you think could be both? 

 

 

 

Wallaby     Fox      
 
Eagle      Cockatoo     
 
Dingo      Possum     
 
Wombat     Lizard     
 

 

 
This is a game is a version of freeze tag that demonstrates predator & prey 

relationships.  

1. Choose one or 2 predators (dingo). Everyone else is prey (wallabies). 

2. Wallabies need to try to run from one end of the “habitat” to the other 

without being tagged (eaten) by a dingo.  

3. Any wallaby tagged must immediately freeze so that any other dingoes 

cannot eat them. 

4. During each turn wallabies also go via three hula hoops (representing food, 

water and shelter) before they are safe at the other end of the habitat. 

These hula hoops are also safe places to rest where the dingoes can’t tag 

you. 

5. If a wallaby is tagged, they become a dingo for the next round. 

6. If a dingo doesn’t “eat” two wallabies they sit out for one round and then 

return to the game as a wallaby. 

 

 

Activity Time: Predator – Prey Tag 

 

Predator & Prey 

Prey 

Predator 

Predator & Prey 

Predator & Prey 

Predator 

Predator 
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Predator-Prey Tag 

Teacher’s Guide to gameplay  
 
Requirements: 

- Space to run  

- 3 Hula hoops (alternatives may be trees, chairs etc.)  
 
Opening discussion questions.    

What is a 
predator is and 
what are prey? 

A predator is an animal that hunts and kills other animals for food. 

Prey are animals that are hunted and killed for food by other 

animals. 

Why does a 
predator need to 
hunt prey? 

Food! Animals need food to survive. An animal gets the energy it 

needs to grow and survive from food. 

 

1. Line students up at one end of the habitat. Chose 1-2 students to be “predators” 
(dingoes). They should stand in the middle of the habitat. Remaining students will be the 

“prey” (wallabies). 

 
4. Spread 3 hula hoops around the “habitat”. These represent food, water and shelter. 

Survival hoops are "safe" places for wallabies to hide and all wallabies must visit all three 

hoops each round. 
 

5. Start the round with a sound. Wallabies try to run from one end of the habitat to the 
other without being tagged (eaten) by a dingo. If a wallaby is inside, or touching a 

survival hoop, they are safe and cannot be tagged.  Any wallaby tagged must 

immediately freeze so that any other dingoes do not eat them.  
 

7. Once all the wallabies make it to the other side or have been tagged that concludes 
the round. Any tagged wallabies now become dingoes.  
*Explain to students that this represents predators being able to breed due to a plentiful food 
supply. 

 

8. A dingo needs to have tagged (eaten) a minimum of 2 wallabies to survive. If there is 
a dingo that starves (does not tag any prey) they must stand off to the side for 1 round 

and then return as a wallaby. 
*Explain to students that this represents prey animals being able to breed due to a reduction in 
predation. 

 

9. Play several rounds to observe changes in prey and predator populations  

11



Follow up discussion questions   

How did the 
population of 
each change 
throughout the 
game? 

Students should have identified that prey population will change 

and so affect the predator’s population and vice versa. 

The numbers of prey animals increased when there were less 

predators but declined rapidly as there was an increase in 

predators. 

Predator numbers increased when there was an abundance of 

food (prey) but when prey was scarce their numbers declined 

rapidly.  

This fluctuation in population numbers reflects what happens in 

natural ecosystems. 

Advanced 
students 

Discuss that an ecosystem is an open system with many more 

factors that affect the populations of organisms. An ecosystem will 
have animals migrating in/out, there will be more predators/prey 

species, sickness/diseases, habitat loss, weather/climate, etc.  

 
 
 
Game Variations and Extensions  

 

Advanced  

Discuss with the students that we live in Australia and have significant climate changes. 

Introduce that the next few weeks will be in drought and remove the water survival hula 
hoop. Play a few rounds and again discuss the changes observed. 

 

Variation  

Instead of calling the predators dingoes identify them as foxes.  When the numbers of 

predators are extremely high choose one student to be a farmer who will “hunt” the 

predators by tagging them. 
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A habitat is an area where many living and non-living things interact and 
rely on each other to survive. In a forest habitat, there are many 
places where animals might live very different lives, although they are 
close to each other. Each animal needs their individual homes, the whole 
habitat and the other animals that live there to survive.   

 

 

v 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

Tree branch 
 

Pond 
 

Pond Edge 
 

Burrow 
 

Tree Hollow 
 

Under bark 
 

Forest floor 
 

One Habitat, Many Homes   

Draw or 
write some 

animals 
that you 
may find 

here.  

 

 

 

v 

Include at 
least one 

Mammal, Bird, 
Reptile, 

Amphibian, 
Fish, and 
Insect.  

 

 

 

v 

Possums, Gliders, 

Nesting Cockatoos 

and Parrots, Owls, 

Bees 

Fish, Crustaceans, 

Tadpoles, Water 

invertebrates 

Frogs, Turtles, 

Water birds 

Wombat, Echidna,  

Bandicoots, Bilby. 

Tasmanian Devils and Spot Tail Quolls 

may use old wombat burrows. 

 

Lizards, Snakes, 

Wallabies and 

Kangaroos, Insects, 

Spiders, Birds 

Insects 

 

 

Birds, 

Tree 

snakes, 

Monitor 

lizards 
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Watch the video showing the enclosure of your Animal Ambassador at 
Moonlit Sanctuary. 

Draw your own design for a zoo enclosure or wild habitat that has 
everything your animal ambassador needs to survive. Label each 
important feature.  

Remember they also need things to help them have an enjoyable life. 

 

 

 

Creating Habitats in Zoos   
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Country Australia     

States  Inland Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Northern 

Territory, Western Australia, South Australia   

Ecoregion  

(or Biome) 

Desert and Xeric Shrublands 

Temperate grasslands, savannas and shrublands 

For nesting: Mediterranean forests, woodlands and shrubs 

Temperate broadleaf and mixed forests  

Habitat 

Characteristics  
- Climate 

- Natural features  

- Type of 

vegetation 

- Other 

Arid and Semi-Arid Climate Zones 

Grasslands and scrubby bushes with seeds pods as a food 

source.  

Eucalyptus, She-oak and Callitris trees with seed pods and 

native fruits as a food source.  

Large and old eucalyptus trees with large and deep hollows 

to nest in.   

Nearby water source.  

Types of shelter 

needed 
Do they live with 

others or alone?  

Roost on tree branches overnight.  

Hollows needed in breeding season.  

 

A communal bird, they live in family groups until the young 

are mature.  

Mature birds without a mate will form large flocks.  

Other wildlife in 

the habitat 
- interaction 

(predator-prey etc) 

May forage together with Galahs and Corellas.  

Can be predated upon by feral cats and foxes, especially 

when on the ground. Native predators include eagles and 

falcons.  

They eat insects and grubs.  

Other wildlife in the area include marsupials, lizards, snakes, 

birds and insects that are adapted to arid climates.  

All these animals being present keeps the environment 

healthy.  

Use the fact sheet and do some research to 

learn about the kinds of habitats you will find 

your animal ambassador living in.   

Fill in the table below.  

 

 

 

v 

Wild Habitats   

Useful resources 

www.animaldiversity.org 

www.environment.vic.gov.au 

www.birdlife.org.au 

http://animalia.bio/major-

mitchells-cockatoo 

www.worldatlas.com 
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https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Cacatua_leadbeateri/
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/32875/Major_Mitchells_Cockato_Cacatua_leadbeateri.pdf
https://www.birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/major-mitchells-cockatoo
http://animalia.bio/major-mitchells-cockatoo
http://animalia.bio/major-mitchells-cockatoo
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/ecological-regions-of-australia.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The range of a species tells us where you can find that animal in the wild today.  

Potential habitat are places where a species could survive. It suits  

most of their needs. Potential habitat is usually larger than actual range. An entire biome or 

Ecoregion may be suitable to live in, but a species cannot get to all parts of it.  

Complete the Map below  

1. Shade in the actual range of your animal ambassador with a solid colour.  

2. Outline the Ecoregions (or Biome) your animal ambassador is found in with a dotted 

line.  

3. Include a map key.  

4. Write a title.  

5. Draw a North point (scale, source and border are already included). 

 
 
 

 

Mapping Distribution 

Ecoregions map of Australia:  

http://www.environment.gov.au/land/nrs/science/ibra/australias-ecoregions 

Ecological regions and Biomes: www.worldatlas.com 

Distribution Map:  

https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/22684767/131914793 
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Adaptations 

 
Structural adaptations in animals are physical features that help them 
survive and reproduce. These can be inside or outside their bodies. 
Behavioural adaptations are actions they do to survive and reproduce. 

Who Am I? 
Cut out the descriptions and names 3 pages over and match them to the 
animals below.   
Birds are animals with feathers, beaks, and wings. Young birds hatch 
out of eggs. 

My bright feathers help me camouflage 

in grasslands and shrubs. I have a small 

beak to eat seeds and berries. I fly from 

the mainland every summer to breed in 

Tasmania.  

I have long legs. I prefer to stay on the 

ground. I pretend to be injured when 

predators are around to lead them 

away from my chicks. 

I have extremely good eyesight so I can 

hunt my prey. I am brown so I can 

camouflage in trees. 
 

I have huge eyes to see at night and 

soft feathers on my wings to fly silently.  

My beak is small to eat insects that I 

catch.  
 

Banded Lapwing  

Owlet Nightjar 

Orange Bellied Parrot  

Goshawk  
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Mammals are animals with fur or hair.  
Mammals are endothermic which means they can produce their own 
body heat. 
Most mammals give birth to live young and feed them milk. 
 
Marsupials are a type of mammal that keep their young in pouches.  
One of the mammals below is not a marsupial. Can you find which?  
 

I am a macropod (that means I have 

big feet for jumping!) I spend the first 

few months of my life in Mum’s pouch. I 

have big ears that always move to listen 

for predators and a long tail.  

 

I am a carnivore so I have very sharp 

teeth. I also have a big bushy tail and 

upright ears. I live in a pack and we 

hunt together. We howl but do not bark. 

I can run very fast.  

I have very sharp teeth for eating other 

animals and claws to climb and run.  

My spots help me camouflage in the 

bushes and my babies are only the size 

of a grain of rice when they are born! 

I am only the size of a mouse and move 

very quickly at night. I have a long tail 

shaped like a feather and skin between 

my elbows and knees that helps me 

glide between trees.  

Dingo  

Spot Tailed Quoll  

Tammar Wallaby joey  

Feathertail Glider 
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Reptiles are animals with scales. Most reptiles lay eggs, although some 
reptiles give birth to live young. Reptiles are ectothermic, which means 
they cannot change their body temperature and need to get heat from 
their surroundings.  
 
Amphibians are animals who have moist skin. Their young are born in or 
near water and have gills. Adults have lungs and can go both on land 
and stay under water for long periods. 
 

My colour helps me camouflage. I am a 

carnivore and not many people realise I 

have teeth! I live in or near water to 

keep my skin moist. Only males of my 

species make noise. 

I have very sharp claws for climbing and 

a long tail I use when I drop into the 

water to chase prey.  I have stripes to 

help me camouflage and spines along 

my back. 

I live in trees and can move very fast 

from branch to branch.  I have no holes 

for ears but instead feel vibrations from 

my prey moving around. My tongue is 

forked at the end so I can taste the air.  

When people first see me, they think I’m 

another type of reptile as I only have tiny 

lumps where I should have legs and a 

very long tail. I like to eat insects. I have 

tiny holes for my ears. 

Eastern Water Dragon 
 

Growling Grass Frog 

Golden Tree Snake  

Legless Lizard  
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My bright feathers help me camouflage 

in grasslands and shrubs. I have a small 

beak to eat seeds and berries. I fly from 

the mainland every summer to breed in 

Tasmania.  

I have long legs. I prefer to stay on the 

ground. I pretend to be injured when 

predators are around to lead them 

away from my chicks. 

I have extremely good eyesight so I can 

hunt my prey. I am brown so I can 

camouflage in trees. 
 

I have huge eyes to see at night and 

soft feathers on my wings to fly silently.  

My beak is small to eat insects that I 

catch.  
 

My colour helps me camouflage. I am a 

carnivore and not many people realise I 

have teeth! I live in or near water to 

keep my skin moist. Only males of my 

species make noise. 

I have very sharp claws for climbing and 

a long tail I use when I drop into the 

water to chase prey.  I have stripes to 

help me camouflage and spines along 

my back. 

I live in trees and can move very fast 

from branch to branch.  I have no holes 

for ears but instead feel vibrations from 

my prey moving around. My tongue is 

forked at the end so I can taste the air.  

When people first see me, they think I’m 

another type of reptile as I only have tiny 

lumps where I should have legs and a 

very long tail. I like to eat insects. I have 

tiny holes for my ears. 

I am a macropod (that means I have 

big feet for jumping!) I spend the first 

few months of my life in Mum’s pouch. I 

have big ears that always move to listen 

for predators and a long tail.  

 

I am a carnivore so I have very sharp 

teeth. I also have a big bushy tail and 

upright ears. I live in a pack and we 

hunt together. We howl but do not bark. 

I can run very fast.  

I have very sharp teeth for eating other 

animals and claws to climb and run.  

My spots help me camouflage in the 

bushes and my babies are only the size 

of a grain of rice when they are born! 

I am only the size of a mouse and move 

very quickly at night. I have a long tail 

shaped like a feather and skin between 

my elbows and knees that helps me 

glide between trees.  

Now that you have described each animal, cut out the names and paste them 
above the correct descriptions. 

Eastern Water Dragon Tammar Wallaby joey Legless Lizard 

Owlet Nightjar Golden Tree Snake Banded Lapwing 

Feathertail Glider Orange-bellied Parrot Goshawk 

Spot-tailed Quoll Growling Grass Frog Dingo 
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Draw your animal ambassador below and label all its adaptations 
mentioned on the fact sheet and in the video. 
 

Animal Ambassador Adaptations 

Other Adaptations  

• Calling - Cockatoos communicate by calling to one another with high pitched 

calls over long distances.  

• Feathers - their feathers or plumage help keep birds warm and dry.  

• Bones – these are hollow which allow birds to stay light for flying easily.  
 

Crest feathers with colouring of 

red, orange, and yellow. Can be 

moved up and down to express 

alarm, as a territorial display, or 

during courtship.   

Wing feathers are 

attached to the 

“finger” of a bird’s 

arm. Feathers are 

long, smooth and 

lightweight to 

allow flight.   

Tail feathers are shaped to 

assists with steering and 

landing.  

Cockatoos have 4 toes; 2 that face 

forward and 2 that face backward. 

This allows them to grip food and 

climb branches easily.   

A strong bill allows 

cockatoos to access 

hard seeds and nuts as 

a food source that 

other animals cannot.  

Their tongue is muscular and 

helps hold food in place 

while peeling off shells with 

their bill.   

Students can find information by watching the video resource and reading the fact 

sheet. For extra assistance they can be given this page.  
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Animals give birth to young in a variety of ways.  

Animals that lay eggs are called Oviparous. Out of all the animals 
on earth, over 90% lay eggs.         
It’s a pretty useful way to have young!  

While many lizards lay eggs, some like the Shingleback Lizard, do 
not. They give birth to live young!  

Mammals also give birth to live young. However, mammals like 
the Koala give birth to a very under developed joey who needs 
to move into the pouch to grow.               
We call these animals Marsupials. 

The other type of mammal is called a Placental Mammal. Their 
young are ready to be in the world at birth, but still need a lot 
of care. Just like Seal pups and human babies!  

 

Life Cycles   

 

Research animals that have babies in these 3 ways 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

Placental mammals Oviparous 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

Marsupials 

Examples include: Fish  

Insects and Spiders 

Frogs 

Reptiles 

Birds 

Monotremes (Echidna & 

Platypus 

Examples include: Koala 

Kangaroo 

Wombat 

Tasmanian Devil 

Spot tailed Quoll 

Rat Kangaroo 

 

Examples include: Seals 

Humans 

Dingo 

Whales and dolphins 

Bats 

Bush Rats  
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Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo Life Cycle 

 

 

 

A mother and father have a lifelong 
bond. They need a large hollow in a 
tree to build a nest and will come 
back to the same one every year.       

 

After 30 days, the eggs hatch and the 
chicks are bald and vulnerable. Both the 
mother and father will feed the chicks 
as they grow in the nest for 8 weeks.  
 

 

At 16 weeks old, a juvenile Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo can find their own food. They 
stay together with parents and siblings 
in a family group.  
 

 

 

 

At 4 years, the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo 

is mature and can leave to find their own 

mate or form a flock with other single 

birds. They may live to be 60 years old in 

the wild or over 80 in captivity.                  

 

At 8 weeks, the chicks are ready to 

fledge. They can leave the nest, but 

the parents will continue to feed 

them.  

 

 

 

 

The mother will lay 2-3 eggs and both 
the mother and father incubate them 
(keep warm).   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult in flock 
 

 

 

 

Eggs hatch 
 

 

 

 

Find hollow 

Lay eggs 

Juvenile in family group 
 

 

 

 

Chicks leave nest 
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Adult in flock 
 

 

 

 

Eggs hatch 
 

 

 

 

Find hollow 

Lay eggs 

Juvenile in family group 
 

 

 

 

Cut out the stages of the life 
cycle and glue them onto the 
previous page in the right order.  

Write or glue the life cycle stage 
names into the space above their 
description.  
 

 

 

Chicks leave nest 
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What do you think are the most interesting facts about the life 
cycle of a Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo?  

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

25



 
  

 

Understanding conservation  

Sustainability:  
Able to Sustain 

Sustainability means the ability to 
continue to exist. If something 
can recover or regenerate on 
its own, we call this sustainable. 

 
Using sustainable practices 

means not taking more than can 
recover on its own. 

 
We cannot take so much that 
our grandchildren and future 
generations cannot enjoy the 
same resources and natural 

treasures that we have. 
 

Environmental problems: 
threats to wildlife 

Threats are things which 
affect an animal’s chance of 
survival. Some threats could 

be to an animal’s food, 
water, or shelter. 

Other threats could affect the 
animals directly, such as being 

eaten or hurt by a natural 
event. 

Each species faces its own 
threats. 

What is a threat that your  
animal ambassador might face?  

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Can you think of something  
that is NOT sustainable? 

 
_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Can you think of something  
that IS sustainable? 

 
_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

As humans, we have the  
ability to understand the 

consequences of our actions.  
 

We are capable of learning 
about our impact on the world 

around us and how to  
reduce these impacts. 

 

Examples include: Habitat loss, 

becoming roadkill, no available 

place to breed, feral predators, 

climate change etc.  

 

Examples include: not recycling, 

using coal for energy, over fishing,  

wasting food and water etc.   

Examples include: use sun or wind 

for energy, recycling, growing food 

collecting rain water etc.  
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Pollution 

Pollutants (pesticides, herbicides, etc.) and litter in 

the environment are eaten by a wide variety of 

organisms or contaminate their environment. 

Over-

exploitation of 

resources 

Exploitation of wild populations for food has 

resulted in population crashes (over-fishing, for 

example). 

Vegetation 

clearing 

The clearing or splitting up of vegetation from all 

habitat types by humans to use the land for 

agriculture, development of towns and cities, 

construction of dams, mining, logging, or other 

purposes.  

Introduced 

species 

Accidental and intentional introduction of non-

native species into areas never before occupied 

by the species.  This resulted in the extinction of 

many native species. 

Climate change 

Human activities, such as the burning of fossil 

fuels, have altered the Earth's atmosphere and 

have resulted in global climate changes. 

Hunting, 

poaching, and 

illegal Trade 

Some endangered species are targeted for their 

value on illegal markets. 

Accidental 

deaths 

Car hits, window collisions (birds), collisions with 

ships (whales). 

Extreme natural 

events 

Bushfire, heatwaves, prolonged drought, floods, 

cyclones. 

 
  

Threats and Solutions 
 

The following table shows some of the main threats to our 
Australian wildlife.  

Each of these threats (or environmental issues) are explained in 
more detail on the Powerpoint. There are also some solutions 
listed.  
Choose one threat to become a mini expert in.  
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1UH9Wn2KzUQcPdGeoCzneD9vz4RtIJ-Zn


 
 
  
Choose one of the threats in grey to become a mini expert in. You can 
research as a group or individually.  
Use the PowerPoint as a resource to start your research. You can 
also use a device or books to help answer the following questions.  
 
Chosen threat ___________________________________________ 

Explain 2 solutions for how to manage these threats to wildlife 
(specific to the examples you listed above).  
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Conservation Comprehension 

 

Give 2 examples of how this threat looks. Explain the impacts it has on 
wildlife. 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_ 

_______________________________________________________ 
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https://moonlitsanctuary.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Moonlit-Sanctuary-Ch6-Conservation-and-Threats-ppt.pdf


 
  Choose an Australian animal species to write a short narrative about. 

Your chosen species will face and survive several threats in their lifetime.  

Your task is to write about their journey and how they survived one of 

these threats.  

  _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Narrative task: wildlife are survivors  
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When a road is built through a habitat it causes fragmentation. This 
means the parts of a habitat become separated into pieces. Animals 
need to be able to move across their habitat to get to water and food, 
to get to mates, and to escape predators or other threats. 

A highway is extremely difficult for most animals to cross safely, 
especially if “safety fences” have also been put up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Animal Crossing   

Do some research about wildlife crossings (also called animal bridges or 
fauna bridges) to help you design a safe method for your chosen 
animal to cross a four-lane highway.   

There are 4 main types of wildlife crossings:  
Fauna underpasses, bridges, Glider poles, and rope bridges.  

Illustrate your design and label the special features that you have 
included. Think about how your animal moves. 

 

Golden Tree 
Snake 

 

Red-necked     
Wallaby 

 

Feathertail  
Glider 

 

Choose one of these native animals 
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Chosen animal: _____________________________________________ 

How it moves: _____________________________________________ 

Type of crossing: __________________________________________ 
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