
MEET SOME OF OUR 
WILDLIFE 
• Dingoes

• Emus

• Freshwater Crocodile

• Koalas

• Kangaroos & Wallabies

• Laughing Kookaburras

• Tasmanian Devil

• Wombats



For many Australians, the dingo is a cultural icon and historically has a 
prominent role in the culture of Indigenous Australians, featuring in stories and 
ceremonies and as hunting companions as depicted on rock carvings and cave 
paintings.

Habitat

The Dingo is a descendant of the Asian Wolf and is found mainly in Australia. 
They've adapted to a wide range of habitats including deserts, grasslands, alpine 
forests and sub-tropical rainforest

Diet

Dingoes as obligate carnivores, are the largest land-based predator in Australia. 
They play an integral role in our ecosystem through hunting introduced species 
such rabbit, rats and wild pigs despite coming into conflict with farmers due to rare 
attacks on livestock.

Breeding

Breeding occurs between March and June. Typically, 4-6 pups are born per litter 
during the winter months. 

OUR DINGOES
Of the six Alpine Dingoes that call Moonlit home, the two in the main 
display are Scorch and Blaze who were born in 2014. Scorch is a male 
and Blaze, female.  They look quite similar, but Scorch has a spiky 
mohawk-like hair style and beautiful Blaze has a light patch of heart-
shaped fur between her eyes.

Our other display dingoes are named Cinder and Amber, with Sooty and 
Coal taking part in the Conservation in Action show.

Blaze Scorch



EMU

The Emu is the largest bird in Australia growing up to 2 meters tall. They 
are flightless with very small wings, relying on their elongated legs and 3 toed feet 
to reach speeds of up to 50km/hr. 

Diet

Emus feed on a variety of seeds, grasses, flowers, nuts, insects and even 
animal droppings. They will occasionally swallow small stones to aid in digestion. 
They can travel up to 25km a day in search of food and water.

Habitat

Emus live in a variety of habitats within Australia due to their highly 
nomadic behaviour. An Emu's preferred habitat is open plains, but they are also 
found in snow plains, forests and savannah woodlands.

Breeding

Breeding season is from April to November involving a 5-month partnership 
between the male and female. This includes courtship, nest building and egg 
laying. Females lay between 6-11 eggs; the female then leaves the male to 
incubate them and act the sole carer until the chicks reach 2 years of age.

OUR EMUS
We have 2 one-year-old male emus named Chilli and Pepper who 
were born in 2023. 
You can tell them apart from the feathers on top of their heads. 
Chilli’s feathers sit flat on top of his head, where Pepper’s feathers 
stick right up.

Pepper

Chilli



Habitat

Found across the freshwater networks, billabongs and swamps of the far north of 
Australia, you're unlikely to spot these motionless creatures in the water. 

Diet

These predators will hunt for any aquatic species of invertebrate  or fish and happily 
take small birds or mammals lingering around the waters.

Breeding

Towards the end of winter and spring, females will lay up to a dozen eggs in a neatly 
scooped sandbank. After 90 days of incubation the females, upon hearing the calls 
of the hatchlings, will return to retrieve them and provide parental care in the water 
for weeks to come. 

OUR FRESHWATER CROC
Freshwater Crocodiles are a much smaller species of crocodile than 
Saltwater Crocodiles, only growing to around two metres long. They are 
perfectly adapted to the water, with tails designed to help propel them 
through the water and the ability to close off their throat so they don't get 
water-logged. However, they can also move on land using their 'high walk' and 
can run surprisingly fast!

Our ‘freshie’ is a young female named Deedee.



Habitat

From the east coast of Australia to Queensland and Victoria, and just into South Australia, 
Koalas will inhabit Eucalyptus forests. Moonlit Sanctuary is helping to fund the Western 
Port Koala Corridor from Tyabb to Bass, creating safe pathways for our local wildlife.

Diet

Koalas consume only Eucalyptus leaves (0.5-1 kg daily). Of the 800+ identified eucalyptus 
species there are only perhaps 100 types nationally that meet their strict requirements. 
‘Koala’ means ‘no drink’ as they get sufficient hydration from their food and conserve their 
energy by sleeping 18-20 hours a day. 

Breeding

Females give birth 35 days following a treetop encounter and once born, the jelly-bean 
sized joey makes its way into the mother's pouch. At 6 months old, the joey emerges and, 
for one week, will eat mum's pap (specialized poo) to boost their digestive system with the 
bacteria required to digest a gum-leaf diet.

Phascolarctos cinereus

OUR KOALAS
There are currently 8 Koalas on display at Moonlit, including several that take part 
in Koala Encounters. These Koalas have been trained to tell their keepers when 
they would like to meet visitors, by waiting at a special spot in their enclosure.

The first Koala enclosure in our Koala Boardwalk belongs to Victor. 8-year-old 
Victor loves to take part in encounters and often is so excited that he will become 
very active in his enclosure beforehand.

Another of our popular encounter Koalas is Gumnut, a 10-year-old female. She is a 
stand-out with her super-fluffy ears and thick coat.

Gumnut



We have two very friendly Kookaburras that are named Wafer 
and Pretzel. Pretzel is named after his slightly crooked beak 
which is an easy way to tell them apart. 

The Laughing Kookaburra is not really laughing when it makes it 
call, in fact its ‘cackle’ is a territorial call. It is one of the larger 
members of the kingfisher family. They are a confident bird that 
are known to snatch food from humans.

Habitat
The Laughing Kookaburra inhabits dry eucalypt forests, woodlands, 
city parks and gardens mostly occurring throughout Eastern Australia.

Diet
Laughing Kookaburras are a carnivorous species that feed mostly on 
insects, worms and crustaceans, however, will also catch small 
snakes, mammals, frogs and birds. 

Breeding
Believed to pair for life, Laughing Kookaburras will nest in a bare 
naturally occurring tree hollow or tree-dwelling termite mound. Both 
sexes will incubate and care for the young, along with other offspring, 
usually of the previous one or two years, will help and share in all 
parenting duties.

OUR LAUGHING 
KOOKABURRAS



Well renowned by their protruding canines, nightmarish cries and devilish red-
horned ears, it's obvious how Tasmanian Devils received their name. Their major 
concern is the Devil Facial Tumor Disease (DFTD), a transmissible cancer which 
forms lesions mainly around the mouth and head. Significant efforts are being made 
to discover a treatment or cure.

Habitat

Once found on the mainland thousands of years ago, their distribution range is now 
limited to the cool, temperate, climate of Tasmania.

Diet

This nocturnal animal is now the largest living carnivorous marsupial with their 
scientific name translating to flesh-lover. Being scavengers, their diet consists mainly 
of carrion (dead animals) however they will still hunt live prey if necessary.

Breeding

Devils’ joeys (imps) are born after a 3-week gestation period, with females giving birth 
to up to 40 individuals. Only the first 2-4 to make it onto a teat will survive to be raised 
in the pouch for a further 15 weeks before hunkering down in the den and later 
venturing out, clinging to mum's back.

OUR TASMANIAN DEVIL
Our Tasmanian Devil a male named Ronald who was born in 2021. Ronald is 
a curious young Tassie Devil who has responded well to his training but with 
his powerful jaws visitors need to be extra careful not to drop anything into 
this enclosure.  



Tasmanian Pademelon:  Also known as the Red-bellied Pademelon, 
this is a stocky animal with a relatively short tail and legs and a pointier 
snout. It ranges in colour from dark-brown to grey-brown above and has 
a red-brown belly. 
Red-necked Wallaby: This tawny grey wallaby gets its name from the 
red colourisation on the back of its neck and shoulders, which 
complements its darker paws, feet and muzzle and white chest and 
belly. 

When in the Wallaby Walk remember to…
• stay on the path
• observe joeys in pouches without touching or feeding.
• speak quietly and walk at a slow pace
• avoid touching animals’ faces or bellies.
• give animals space to move freely.
• supervise children
• feed with a flat hand or directly from the container
• only feed with the Roo Food purchased here

OUR WALLABY WALK
Located at the far end of the Sanctuary, our Wallaby Walk is 
home to around 60 kangaroos and wallabies.

There are six different species to see.
Tammar Wallaby: one of the smallest wallaby species, this 
little species has a grey to yellow belly and light brown legs.
Swamp Wallaby: ‘Swampies’ are characterised by their 
dark brown fur which contrasts beautifully with their rust-
coloured bellies, chest and ears.
Kangaroo Island (KI) Kangaroo: A medium to large kangaroo 
with brown fur, they are one of the most friendly and placid 
kangaroos by nature. As an island species, they don’t have 
predators such as dingoes, unlike kangaroos on the mainland, 
so they are more trusting and curious.
Eastern Grey Kangaroo: A large marsupial with males 
weighing between 60-70kg and standing almost 2 meters tall, 
whereas females weigh around 40kg.
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Adult males weigh in at close to 32kg and females are not far behind, with the most nimble of the 
species reaching speeds up to 40km/h. They are equipped with strong legs and flattened feet with 
long claws to help them dig burrows up to 20m in length and 2m below ground. You can tell the 
Common and Southern Hairy-nosed species apart by looking at the shapes of their ears and nose. 

Habitat

Common Wombats are native to Tasmania and eastern Australia while Southern Hairy-nose 
wombats are native to southern South Australia and south-east Western Australia. 

Diet

Wombats are the world's largest burrowing herbivore and are active grazers, consuming grasses, 
shrubs and browse. Gnawing on wood and roots helps wear down their continuously growing teeth. 

OUR WOMBATS
We have three wombats. In the enclosure 
adjacent to the admissions building lives 
Birri, a Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat. In the 
other two enclosures are our Common 
Wombats with Jimmy, next-door to Birri, 
and Mary on the other side of the path.Birri Jimmy

Mary

Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat

Common Wombat
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